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Mjautes of Annual Meetiag
Burnt Fork - Blrcb Creek

Dlstribrution Systa

sul.{!,iARy

lhe ANNUAI MffiTING of tbe UAtER uSItP,S of the BIInNT Foffi - Brncg cnEEK

UISTnTBUTIoil SYSTE{ and the STATE E$IGIT{EER ras held at 6 p.n. in the Daggett

County Courthouse at Manilar utah. Notice ras sent to a1l the knonn users and a
copy of that notice is attached to these mj.nutes.

A BUDr*rr of $800.00 ras adopted for the 1960 Di-stribution season, of which
utahrs share ot r/3 ia *26f..67 ano lfyoningts share of 2/3 is $s33.33. ?he utah
water users voted to assess thenselves t27o.oo on the seme acreage basis as the
1959 assessnent. Mr. [. Moile Triplett of McKlnnon, Irlyoning ras recommended to be
water connlssioner for 1960 by both the utah and hryoming water users. Mr. I{ayne
D' criddle, utah state &rgirreer, stated that he wouLd make the appointnent offi-cial
es soon as Mr' Triplett accepted the position of Burmt Fork - Blrch creelc water
Connissi-oner.

INTIOWATION

Mr' criddle called the meetjng to order and comrented that sone of the rater
users could not be present because they rere snored i:n. He excused 0onsrittee
chairulan, charles Meeks of Mcl(lanon Hyomilgr&d e4lained that he ras in Green

River lfyonruing' He srQndlted the btrsiness before the neeting; hearing a financial
statement fot 1959, seleetirrg an exesutive cornrnittee, adopting a budget for 1p60,
recomending a rater cqrmissioner and rhatever buslaess night properly couoe before
the water users neeti_ng.

EEECUTTTE MMMITTEE

The grorp voted to reinstate Mr. Charles Meeks, Mcxinnon, ttyorning, as ehair^uraa;

Mr. Bob Gamble, utah coroni-ttee Mqber; and Mr. Fiilian snith,
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tfyomiag Gonnittee Member. l{r. Iaray Sad}ier, McKinnon, t{yoning, ras elected to

thg oi'fice of secretary to fill the rracancy of Mr. Clude Sadlier on the executlve

connrittee.

GENINAT H'DG T

Mr. David Mi11er, Superi:rtendent of Dj-strict # h representing the Syonlng

State ErgJneer, sald that he hoped that there rouLd be a better rater supply for

1960 and that all the rater nsers rould be able to get along i-n the valIey rithout

frj-etion. lle said that his office reconrnended to lfyoning jaterests that W. Moile

Trlplett be uater comissj-oner for 1960 and that the budget be raised $50.00 to

total $BOO.OO for the 1!50 distribution season. He uplained that lfyoning rould

pay 2/3 of the $BO0.OO as its share of the distribution eosts.

Mr. Criddle explained tbat llyoning has a general fund and a djstrict financing

systa for raten distribution. Iltab uses tbe assessnent systor in rhlch the nater

users must pay the cost of distribution themselves.

DISTRIBUTION

!1r. C:iddle explai.ned that the office of the Utab State &rgineer rcu1d be

glad to- belp the Burrnt Fork-Bireh Creek uater users nith thejr distribrution

problms. Mr. Miller said that if protibms of magnitude arise on the s5rstem,

that the connissioner and rater usera should feel free to eall upon the servlees

of thls 0ffice at Rock Springs, tfymjng. ile cormented that the two offices nould

cooperate for better a&ninistration and superfision of distribution bothja Utah

md t{yoming.

Mr. Criddle said, ENo Corunissj-oner can distrlbute uater rithort proper neasuring

devices and proper controls, ed re mrst irrsi-st that they be put in to insure enery-

one proper proportion of water.n

GM{INAI BUSINESS
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lt@ber rould act asr chtfuman for the neetlnJ. Tbe nater users expressed the

opinlon that they rished the State Engineer to be chairuan in the abense of

Gharlle Meeks the regular chairnen, md to conduet the meeting. He stated that

the busineas before the group ras to hear how last yearrs instructions rere earried

out to hear the rninutes of the 1959 annual neettng, to decide upon a ludget for

1960, to recornmend a rater ecruaissioner, and to hear the cornmissionerrs reporb for

1959 distribution.

Mr. Frank Reese, busi.ness manager and chief eccountant for the State &rgineerrs

Offiee read the nirtutes of the 1959 rneetlng. Tbe njnutes uere approved as read.

Mr. Reese then read the prepared financial statsnent covertng,11959 dlstribution

year. He explalned that the total budget in 1959 ras $250.00 of uhieh the Utah

users patd $225.@ a,e e reLnbursernent to t{yoming. He pointed out that the uaers

rere paid up, inchdlng aU past delinquencies.

Mr. Bob Ganble of Burnt Fork, ryoming asked irir. Reese about the expense of

the phone eal1s and the stanps rhich the erecutive cmrittee hed acquired, and lf
this arnount, rhich was snall, would come out of the fZ0gg balance?

DIr. Crlddle e*plained that no individual should stand these conmittee eql€lrses

an d that if the proper vouchers rould be sen t to the State &rgineer that rel-n-

bnrrsenent could be nade froa the systmt B account.

After this erplanation, it uas noved by !1r. Larrence Beek and seccr&d b1' Xr.

Bob Gamble that the L959 Fj.nancial Report be accepted. Motion carried.

CG{MTSSTONERI S RIPCR,T

Mr. Donald C. Horseth, Distrlbution hgineer, gave the Connriesionerrs Report

tor L959 ln the absence of Mr. W. Molle Triplett, conmlissioner. Mr. l{or"seth

expla5-ned the details of the distribution system and read the total diversj-on

records for eachcrnal and ditch. IIe diseuaaed the problems of transtrission loss and

op cial &reas rhere distrlbution problerns occurred. He reed the follorrl-ng recourmenda-



tions subrnitted by the comri-ssionerr (1) Eli:ainatlon of the beaver darns at thc

nouth of the eanJron, and dlverting tbe flow of Burnt Forlc dou a cingle channel or

fece canaI, (Z) EU:ainatlon of the diverslon of a porbion of the creek flov at

the Forest fence, (f) divert,ing the strean jrrto a si-ngle charmel at Muskrat Springs,

(L) Cleaning the east channel of the creek betreen the fork and Klekendall

Dlteh, and (t Cleaning the rest channel to Perkins Dj-i,ch.

Along rith the channel loss, l{r. Norseth discussed the rdrrn flou problem. He

e:rplained that the physical factors governing the nj-nor return flor of Burnt Fork

vere qprlte dtlsrent fron those rhj.ch allored a relatively large return flou to

Blrch Creek. Mr. Norseth sald that there uere apparently no congtant transmlssion

Iossds or return flow percentages, ht that they veried over the systen and et the

sanre place under differect circumstanees.

l{r. MiILer suggested that it night be rell to detemiae rhether it rould be

advisable to put in gage s5nstens to detemj.ne the true transnissisn loss jn

different Br€BSo

The probleur of raste created by seepage under the gate on the InterEtate Cenal

dlversion res reported and stated that the gate eould not be shut off and that about

fj-ve c.f .s ras being rded. Mr. Criddle said that rith a cooperative attltude

betreen lfyoraing and Utah that together they wiIL find out more about these problems

and help ts elinrinate or reduce tha.

Hr. ltiller agfeed that they shoul-d rork together on gages and loss studi-es7 and

he suggested that tfyoning rould employ a hgdrogrepher to nake e further detailed

otudy of the transnissi.on losses and return flors, and to nake e series of rneasure-

ments to establish a reasonable percentage of loss and return flor tbet night be

used jndistributing the rater.

WATER CCTOMSSIONEN

Mr. Crlddle asked the group to consider the selectio$ of a rater mrmigsloner

for 1960.
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fhe group agreed that lvlr. Triplett be remneaded for appolntnent as reter cormissioner

on Burnt For* - Bircb Creek for D60.

Mr. 0rLddle then suggested that the sesutiye comittee contaet Hr. Triplett
and if arrrrgenents are alright as to salary eet, and Mr. Triplett agreed to accept

the position, that the eomlttee should then notify the State &rglaeer and hr

would nake the appointnent.

Upon recornrnendation from Mr. IlILer, the total budget for 1960 ras rrised

$50.00 over the 1959 budgetrc or a grend totel of$B0o.OO for p6grs budget. Of

the $800.00 the State fo Uyoning vlll pey 2/3, or $533.33 and the utah Sater Users

utll pay I/3 sr $265.67.

Utahts rater uEers agreed to be assessed $2TO.OO based upon the 1!!p acreage

ensessment and &rt budget be brokea dorur i-n the foltorj_ng nanner:

$216.67. . .. ... . ..Cormissionerr s salary (relabursersent to tlyoning)

35.OO..........Additional nor* for Utah users at $12.0O per day and ? cents
per nile.

18.33..........Bonds and Insurance premiuma.
Tt?ffi6=o . o ....Total U[ab Budget.

The csmaissioncr 1s to recei-ve $AOO.OO per nonth for tbree nonths and be subJect

to caIL after Augsut 1 at the rate of $2.00 per day and ? cents per n1le travel
eKpense. It was agreed that any additbnal eosts for distributi-on during 1960

charged soley to ttre Utah users rould be paid frcm tne *20.88 transfer ff6n i;,hc L9S9

account.

A,fter a disunssion of the b'udget, it ras noved by Mr. Iarrence Beck, and

seconded by Ml. Gene Gaglble, that a budget of $2?0.00 be adopted for tbe Utah yat,er

users as their part of the total budget of $800.00 for 1!50, and that the essessment

be rnade on the same basis as it ras nade tnlg59. (Irrigated acreage basisl



$ach rater userr s acre&ge was computed as a percentale of the total Utah irrigated
aereage, and assessed this percentage of the Utah portion sf the total budget.)

Mr. Crlddle explailed that nost of the otber sSrstms in Utah use arr acre-foot

easesslaent basis on a runnlng l-year average delivery. Slnce this cha-rge is
on\r for the actual rater used, and the 5-yeer average makes the assessment fair\y
unlform over the yearsr Mr. Criddle suggested ttrat the sater users nuight want to
adopt this type of assessnent rhen more meesuri.ng devices have been installed
on all the diverslons and rccords of the rrater delivery.

IOW I'IAtm, I,GSS PROBLEI{S

Mr. Criddle ras asked about transportation losses in channeJ.s, eepecie$y
durlng lor rater periods, end rhat night be done to save rater. He stated that

his office rould talk rith Mr. Triplett and appoint hi.n water esrmissioner for196o.
FIr. Criddle assured the rater users that, his office rould rork vith Mr. Triplett
io get infonaation for Wyming end Utah J-oss problsrs and to try to fill rights
in proper order.

A specifie question ras raised on the lke Diteh, and stated that during the
1or rater perlod rater could not reach the point of diversion . Mr. criddle said
that the problern rould have to be sdied j.n more detail, and that if the water drops
belor e flow that can not reach an early priority, then to save the rater such a
release may not be necessary. Bat, he definitely stated that nany factors must be

considered in anaryzing these raste problerns before any reconmendations could be

made.

An iaquiry ras made as to rhat the State lhgineer might be able to do ebout
the losses at the headgate of the Interstate Canal Co. Sone three to five cfs.
rrer reportedly flouiJrg uncontrolled th::ought the broken headgate. Hr. Criddle
said that his office would notify Interstate Canal Co. to repair the headgate as

quickly as possible to eli-ninate this lossr ed that syoming rould be jnforred of
this actlon.
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IIF'J.IqJSIT ASSES${ENT A}TD PENAI,TY

Mr. Criddle *plained that def inquent accounts cost the State a great deal. of

time and money each year jrr collecting these esses$nents. He noted tbat there rere

no delinquencies for ftirmt Fork - Birch Creek for L959, and c@mended that the

uater users on their pronpt paynents of rssessments. He said that by lar aIL

assesments are due on May 1. 3,11 other sSrstens throughout the state had been

approached with the proposal of a state-ride delinquent assessment and they had

agreed assesdnents rould be due June 1, or 60 da3rs after the notiees had been snnt

out, atd that the due date nouJ.d be clearly jadieated on each n0tice; and that a 10S

delinquency charge would be attached to all deUnquent assessments, rrith a nininr:n

charge of $1.00. ilr. Criddle expl-ained that all deli-aquent penalty money rould

becone part of the firnds of the systen in which they rere collected and rould tend

to reduce assessments for the followjng year.

The group agreed to support the State &rgineer in the assessment penalty poliey.

There being no further business, the neeting stood ad$ourned.

Attending the 1950 'annual Fleeting rerel 
Bepresenting:

L. R. Beck McKinnon Syo. B!,cks
Ilarry Katznyn r Self
Iaray Sadller F Sadllers
Duane Beck n Becks
Karl Al1en u Self
Iculs $toll Bumtfork, I{yo. I
Bob Gamble r I
Gene Ganble r r
David Miller Superintendent Dist. #h lfyoning State &rgineer
t{ayae D. Crlddle State hgineer, Uta}r (Saft Inke City)
DonaLd C. llorseth Distributioa hgi^neer SaLt l,ake City, Utatr
Fr"nk Beese Brrsiness Manager, $alt Leke Clty, Utah
Clarence E. Erlckson, Jr. Distribnrtion hgiaeer, $a1t tafe City, Utetl
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